THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
merely the protector of the Papacy. But here there was a fatal
contradiction. To begin with, a protector readily becomes a master.
Pippin was never that, for he had loyally modelled his Italian
policy on that of the Pope; but Charles was to become the master.
The fact that he assumed the title of patrician only when he had
conquered the Lombard kingdom shows plainly that he regarded
this tide also as a conquest; as one that he held in his own right.
As for the Pope, who from the year 772 no longer dated his Bulls
from the year of the Emperor's accession—and who from the year
781 dated them from the beginning of his pontificate1-—he was
evidently attempting to extend his power. But he encountered the
opposition of the Lombard prince of Benevento and the patrician
of Sicily, who governed, or professed to govern, in the name of the
Emperor, Sicily, Calabria, and the Duchy of Naples.
Charles had no intention of surrendering Italy to the Pope.
He was King of the Lombards, and as such he fully intended to
become the master of the whole Peninsula. Thus, when he went to
Rome for the second time, at Easter 780, going back on his first
declarations, made when he had not yet conquered the Lombard
crown, he prevented the Pope from extending his authority to
Spoleto, whose duke acknowledged his sovereignty.
On the other hand, the Byzantine Empire, where, after the
death of Leo IV, the Empress Irene had renounced Iconoclasty,
was suggesting a rapprochement. In 781 an embassy came from
Constantinople to ask Charles for the hand of his daughter Rothrude
for the young Emperor, and they were accordingly betrothed.2
This was obviously not the moment for embroiling himself with
the Emperor, so that Charles was unable to support the enterprises
of the Pope against the Imperial territories.
At the close of the year 786 Charles was once more in Rome,
having been called thither by the conspiracies of the Duke of
Benevento, whom he was dbliged to reduce to obedience. But
almost immediately upon his departure Duke Arichis concocted
1	JAFPE-WATTENBACH, Regttfa, p. 28p.
2	LOT, PHSTER, and GANSHOF, Op. dt.t p. 425.
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